 The Washington, D.C, Story
EOHTIHUBS 1996-2006

< Fa 5 8 — g i !
2 “X 28 ?’ ¢

=—I=TEET ‘ltl -
el

! .
B e |

KATHRYN SCHNEIDER SMITH




from the Introduction

This essay is a companion piece to The City of Magnificent Intentions: A His-
tory of Washington, District of Columbia. The history of the city told in that
book ended in 1995, at a very difficult time. There was a financial crisis. Con-
gress took over many of the functions of the city. Reading the book now, you
would probably ask, “So what happened next? How did it all turn out?”

This essay tells you what happened next. It is more of a commentary on the
recent past than a history. Journalists write about what is happening now and
what happened in the recent past. Historians usually wait until time has passed
to get a better idea of what will be important to remember in the long run. We
don’t know, 50 years from now, what historians will think was most important
about the 10 years between 1996 and 2006. What follows is a best guess, made
at short range. You and others are welcome to have different ideas—to add or
subtract events or people you think are important to remember. . . .

To make it possible to summarize 10 years in one short essay, I have focused
on a few themes—our economy, our people, the way our physical city looks
and why, the way we preserve and celebrate our local history and culture, and
our form of government and its financial challenges. All have been affected
by the one fact that makes Washington, D.C., unique in the nation; we are the
federal capital as well as a hometown. The interaction between the two makes

our story unlike any other.

—Kathryn Schneider Smith
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Topics for Research Projects

® 1:Plan Your City’s Future
Design a Washington, D.C., that will fit the needs of your children and grandchildren. 26

B 2:(ity Leadership Hall of Fame
Investigate D.Cs unique government by learning about its leaders—from the first, Mayor
Brent, to Alexander“Boss" Shepherd, to today’s mayor. Decide who belongs in the City Leader-
ship Hall of Fame. 33

W 3:From Slavery to Civil Rights
Detail the nearly four-hundred year progress of African Americans in Washington, D.C. 39

B 4:Changing Populations and Patterns of Life
Map the city to show where people have lived; how they've moved in, out, and around: and
where they work, shop,and relax. 48

B 5:Democracy for D.C.
Explore key milestones and efforts that have led to greater democracy for Washington, D.C.,
residents. Debate the problems and propose solutions associated with D.Cs unique
status. 54

B 6:People of Achievement
Create a Who's Who of D.C. history. Compile a book of two-minute biographies of the key civic
and social leaders across the spectrum of D.C. history. 60

M 7:City Architecture, City Life
Learn about the city's diverse neighborhoods. Explain how to read a building and compare
the buildings people live in, work in, and shop in from yesterday and today. Create a
photo/video display. 65

W 8:View From the Tourist’s Eye
Washington, D.C's monuments, memorials, and historic places attract visitors from around
the nation. Design brochures for tourists from the 1880, 1930's,and 20005 explaining and
promoting the museurns and landmarks they'll find on their visit. 75
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