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WI1790 m 1800
The Residence Ace—  The Federal gov-
Cl?"g?'m m.!ﬂmrizcs a  ermmient moves
permanent seat of to the District of
govermment on the Columbia.
Potomac River. =

W 1002
mI791 The City of
President Wash- Washington
ington annouces isgranted a
his choice for the site ity charter by
of the Districr of Congress, provid-
Columbia at the con- ing for an elecred
Muence of the Poromac council and a
and Ancostla Rivers  mayor appointed
and appoints the first by the President,
District government
of three commis-
stoners.

1790

A drawing of the Poromac River made
during the late 1700%, just after the site
was selected for the new federal capital,

Major Andrew Ellicort began his survey
of the District of Columbia in 1701,

Major Pierre LEnfant developed original
plans for the City of Washington.

The President’s House as it looked in 1807.

1800 1810 1820 183,

Columbian College build in 1821,

later became George Washingron Frederick Douglas (1818
Robert Brent was the first University. 1895) has been described as
mayor of Washington “the most important black
City. He held office from man of hisday.”
1802 to 1812.
m 1812 m 1820

An elected board of alder- . mayor is elecred
men is added which selects direetly by the people.
the mayor along with the

ciry counil,

Brown Indian Hotel, Washing-
tons most fansous hostelery i the
18305 and 18405,

Z
W 1846 C?y

The Virginia portion of
the District is retroceded,
or given back to Virginia.

&

Eastern Scjlual' (left) and Western School (right) were
the first public schools in Washington.

w1871

The District is given territo-

rial status, with a governor and

couneil nppnimtd by the president,

a popularly elected house of

delegates, and a non-voting

delegate to Congress, The previ-

ous gavermmental functions of

Georgetown, Washington City, .

and Washington County are Frances Benjamin Johnston

absorbed by the new terrirory. took this photograph of a
Washington classroom in
May, 1800, It was displayed at
the Paris Exhibition of 1900.

B Vien Pt s, Frivmr Gowyes Oo 84
Febrmry 108, P8AL

Slaves continually sought
freedon by flight. Owners

advertised for their reurn,  Cows in the Anacostia flats, 1890.
m 1874

Congress ends the territorial government.

Three commissioners are appointed by the presi-
dent ro govern the District.

Much of Washington was ii i!ﬁ_ Aoas ﬁ Yy .
burned by the British on August Many ordinary citizensattended AT R TR AN
24, 181 during the War of 812, 4 g veckcont inau gural party  During the Civil War soldiers
1820, camped i the Rorunda of the U.S. An clectic strestoar om 74h Strvet an
Capitol. Cf) New York Avenue, N, in 1385.

o
m 1878

The Organic Act

‘%

' X makes the commissioner 0
Less than half of the Capital Wishingron m_fm.m d'_""”'" b system permanent, Two ] _90 |
building had been completed ~ bank of the "‘”“"m Riverdn 2853 civilian commissioners are appointed;
when the _ﬂ'der' government PELT = the third is a member of the U.S. Army Corps
mioved to Washington. In April 1961, one month affer of Engineers. For the first time provision is made

Abraham Lincoln became president, for a regular federal payment in liew of taxes.
the first District of Columbia i
volunreers were sworn i to serie
the city.

Slaves in chains in front of the
ULS. capitol.

Alethia Browning Tanner, born
a slave, purchased her own free-

dom in 1810, In 1826 she bought v ’ Women picketing in fr
her older sister and five children. - Ao Ford$ Theatre as it looked the day A corner in Washington at the ~ of the Whire Housz in
Inall, Alethia Tanner helped to - The City Hotel, later knownas— after President Lincoln was assas- turn of the century, favor of women suffray

free at least eighteen peaple. Willard’s Hotel, sinated while warching a play.
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The intersection of 13th and F
Streets, NW, abour 1925,

Mrs. Leola N. King, Witshing-
tons first traffic policewoman,
controlled the intersection of
7th and K Streets, NW, in 1018,

A unemployed man
with his son in the

Pﬂlmy!’mnm Aventie i 1908 from the
Treasury Building.

Looking for work in
the 19305,

I 1926, more than 50,000 autos were

registered in the Districe of Columbia. peapleto work.

The young singer Ella
Fitzgerald won an
amateur night contest
ar the Howard The-
arre in 1933 and went
on 1o become a world-
Jamous enterainer

In 1919, nearly one year after World War 1
ended, Washingron welcomed home General
Pershings American troops with a huge parade.

Dutring President Franklin Roosevelt’s
administration the Civilian Conser-
vation Corps (CCC) put many

W 1901

District residents are
allowed to vote in the
presidential elections
asa result of the 23rd
Amendment.

A World War 11 family
under the cherry trees a the
Tidal Basin.

Opening day of the Belrway
in 1964,

W 1067
Harm_g invasion during = o
The three-commissioner
World War 11, Washington .
: system is changed 1o a

maintained a state of readiness.

single presidentially ap-
pointed commissioner and
an appointed nine-member
concil, President Lyndon
B. Johnson appoints Walter
Washington as mayor-
commissioner.

These soldiers are manning
anti-aireraft guns.

An aerial view of the Pentagon
taken in 1945, shortly after its
construction,

) Store owners cleaned up
after the riots of 1968.

m! }? 08

Congress authorizes an
elected school board for the
District.

g&

The Anacostia Bridge at 11¢h
Street, SE, looking east in 1054,

Black and white stiidents leave
school together following the
U.S. Supreme Court’s end to
school segregation in 1954,

In the 19605 an 19705, the
Mall drew demonstrators
for civil rights and against
the Vietmam War.

W90

The District gains
an elected non-
vating delegate to
the U.S. House of
Representatives.

W93

The Home Rule
bill passes Congress,
providing foran
clected mayor and
13-member city
council.

Wi974
D.C.citizens ap-
prove the home rule
charter, and the first
clections are held in
November.

\97°

Voters went to polls
in 1974, in the first
municipal election in
OVer 100 years,

W 1975

Citizens elect the first
menmbers of Advisory
Neighborhood Com-
missions created by the
Hame Rule Bill of 1973,

m1978

Congress passes a pro-
posed Constitutional
Anmendment authoriz-
ing voting representa-
ion in Congress for the
District. The Amend-
ment must be ratified
by three quarters of the
stares by 1985,

mi980
District voters ap-
prove the Statehood
Initiative providing

for a constitutional

convention on state-
hood.

Wi1052
The D.C. Statehood
Constitutional
Convention drafis a
constitution for the
new state, naming

it New Columbia
and proposing a
populist bill of rights
that guarantees the
right of a job for all

citizens,

1980

W 1085

The D.C. Voting
Rights Amendment,
giving the District
voring representa-
tion in Congress and
approved in 1978,
dies after 13 states
!’dﬂ.‘f i,

W 1990

D.C. voters elect a“shadow”
congressional delegation

to lobby Congress for
statehood.

W 1903

D.C. Delegate to Congress
Eleanor Holmes Norton,
supported by other leaders,
introduices a measure in the
U.S. House of Representa-
tives to grant statehood to
the District of Columbia.
The mieasure is defeated.

Eleanor Holmes Norton,

0

U.S. President Bill Clinton

helped area residents in a
cleanup of Lady Bird Park
in 1933,

The National
Museum of African
ArT gor its start in it
building that was once
home to Frederick
Douglass.

Inside the Grand Foyer of the Kennedy
Center for the Pfl:)‘brnu'n‘g Arts,

Marion Barry was
reclected mayor in 1994,

W 1995

Congress approves the D.C.
Financial Responsibility
and management Assistant
Authority Act, authoriz-
ing the appointment of

a five-member conrrol
board with power over the
District’ budgetary and
administrative policies.
Subject to congressional
approval, the control board
may override the mayor
and city council in manag-
ing District spending,



CELEBRATING WASHINGTON'S HISTORY

For many Americans, January 20, 2009 began a new era in the history of Washington, D.C.
—the Nation’s Capital. That date marked the inauguration of a new president of the United
States—Barack Obama—the first chief executive from African American origins, elected and
welcomed by a decisive majority of voters. More than a million visitors came to the capital in
celebration of Barack Obama’s presidency. With his election, after more than two centuries of
history, the Nation’s Capital seemed to become a different place, emblematic of and belong-
ing to Americans of every racial and ethnic background.

From modest beginnings in the 1790s as a compact group of towns and settlements
clustered along the Potomac River, near the boundary between Northern Free states and
Southern slavery, Washington had grown into a small city. Always perplexed by issues of
slavery and freedom, the capital survived a nearly fatal Civil War and the end of slavery in the
1860s. The capital’s leaders continued arguing over issues of racial discrimination into the
twentieth century. During America’s great Civil Rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s
Washington occupied the center of national attention as the Federal government struggled to
achieve the dream of equal justice for all Americans. At last, early in the twenty-first century,
many people dared to believe that Barack Obama'’s election symbolized the National Capital’s
full commitment to freedom.

By 2009, the capital over which Barack Obama presided had become, according to
any measure, a great city. Its several million residents occupied a metropolitan landscape
more than fifty miles across. Controlling a vast array of intellectual, cultural, financial, and
governmental resources, Washington had grown into a world center of learning and com-
munications. The city’s institutions flourished in every neighborhood and suburb from the
grandest to the most modest—from great private and public universities to simple primary
schools, from great national churches to tiny storefront chapels, from celebrated concert halls
and theaters to simple neighborhood gathering places, from vast shopping centers and malls
to isolated corner grocery and convenience stores, from expansive national parks and monu-
ments to compact local children’s playgrounds, from great national museums to simple his-
toric houses.

Each of these institutions carries its own unique story—worthy of study and celebra-
tion. The vast fabric of Washington history, made up of thousands of individual and personal
stories and millions of details, deserves our attention and our celebration. Let us go forward
with the celebrating.

—Keith Melder
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